Governmental response to juvenile fruit machine gambling in the U.K: Where do we go from here?
The U.K. Gaming Act of 1968 prohibits young people under the age of eighteen years from all commercial gambling except on slot machines, commonly known as "fruit machines" and officially known as "amusements with prizes." The U.K. Government responded to growing public concern, that some children are becoming "addicted" to this form of gambling and committing crime to fund their play, by directing the Home Office to undertake its own investigation. The researchers found no evidence of an association between the playing of amusement machines, dependency and delinquency. The Home Office study is critically assessed both on its own merit and in the light of research undertaken before and since. Suggestions are made for future sociological research initiatives.